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Court St. Cabrini #1466 Teams with Fergus Falls Area 
Habitat for Humanity to Help Build Home for Local Family

In addition, when the home is completed, the homeowner 
must purchase the home at the cost determined by the 
affiliate (which is usually less than market value because it 
was built with volunteer labor.)  
 Habitat for Humanity is also one of the charitable 
projects of Minnesota Catholic Daughters of the Americas.  
Each year around Catholic Daughters Sunday, which is the 
third Sunday in October, the CDA courts distribute gummi 
bears for donations in their communities.  The funds raised 
from the donations are all sent to the state, and after the 
cost of the bears is deducted, the State CDA board chooses 
a court and an affiliate to which to award a $10,000 grant to 
help build a house in their community.  Minnesota Catholic 
Daughters Courts compete for the grant by completing an 
application (with input from the local Habitat Affiliate) 
and then submit it to the State CDA board.  The board then 
chooses the winner of the grant.  This year Fergus Falls 
Court St. Cabrini #1466, in partnership with Fergus Falls 
Area Habitat for Humanity, was fortunate to be awarded 
the grant.
 Court St. Cabrini members will assist in building 
the home whenever possible.  Many members helped to 
frame windows and door headers in the warehouse on 

 One of the national charitable 
projects of the Catholic Daughters of 
the Americas is Habitat for Humanity.  
Each local court is asked to contribute 
$20 per year toward the Habitat for 
Humanity project, and grants are 
then given to courts and affiliates to 
help build homes for members of the 
community.  Helping to build Habitat 
homes gives Catholic Daughters an 
opportunity to help build homes along 
side of the future homeowner who 
must also contribute 350 hours of sweat 
equity helping to build his/her home.  

Saturday, May 12th.  They also came to the groundbreaking 
ceremony on June 13, where Father Alan Wielinski gave the 
Benediction and prayed for the success of the build.  Also 
attending the groundbreaking were the State Regent of 
Catholic Daughters, Evonne Seifert of Marshall, the Second 
Vice State Regent, Mary Pufall of Moorhead, and the State 
Treasurer, Bonnie Hein of Fergus Falls.  Catholic Daughters 
will continue to assist with construction whenever they 
can, and for those who cannot actually work on the home, 
when there are large groups building, the court may provide 
lunch to the workers. Those who cannot work will help by 
praying for the success of the build.  Catholic Daughters 
welcome assistance from anyone from OLV who would like 
to help build.  Dates and times for building are posted on 
the Habitat website at Fergushabitat.org or can be obtained 
by calling Fergus Habitat at 218-736-2905.
 The family chosen for the home (chosen by the affiliate 
before CDA received the grant) are members of OLV 
parish.  They are Megan Butenas and her son, Frank.  Both 
are extremely excited about building their new home, and 
the Catholic Daughters are very excited to help them.

Shirley Seyfried, Fergus Falls Court St. 
Cabrini Habitat Chair

Groundbreaking Ceremony
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The National Gathering on Christian Initiation 
was held in Chicago on July 5-6. The title of the 
Conference was “To Emmaus and Back: Liturgy 
and Catechesis”. Attending from the Our Lady 
of Victory RCIA program were Mammas H. 
Mammas, Father Alan Wielinski, and Rosemary 
Griffin. 
 The four national presenters spoke of how 
Pope Francis’ Theology of Accompaniment 
provides a model for us to follow in welcoming 
new members. The Art of Accompaniment is 
perfected with practice as we let go of our own 
agenda and come with a spirit of prayer. We 
need to be genuinely interested in others and 
give of our time. The culture of encounter is like 
Emmaus, in that dialog should be our method. 
We need to listen to the sound of hearts yearning 
to be opened. We need to say, “I’m glad you’re 
here. I want to know more about what brought 
you here.” We need to listen to their story and 
to remember that conversion takes as long as it 
takes. We need to give the quiet affirmation that 
leads to trust and encouragement. Storytelling is 

OLV Staff Attend RCIA 
Conference in Chicago

a great way to share our faith with others as we invite the 
inquirers into a way of life. The God in me greets the God in 
you! ‘Radical Hospitality’ is the root value of a good RCIA 
program.
 In using the liturgy in catechesis we ask, “What did you 
hear in the readings? How does it apply to your daily life?” 
In Mt 28:18-20 we are told to “Go, make disciples, baptizing, 
and teaching.”
 As the RCIA classes begin again in September, we are all 
invited to support the candidates and their sponsors with our 
prayers and the Art of Accompaniment. Tell them, “I’m glad 
that you’re here. I want to know more about what brought 
you here.” All of us are a part of the OLV RCIA team!

Chicago River

RCIA Conference

Holy Name Cathedral

Father Alan, 
Rosemary

and Mammas'
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Aug. 14  St. Theresa’s 1:30 p.m.
Aug. 14    5:30 p.m. Vigil Mass of the Assumption of 
 the Blessed Virgin Mary
Aug. 15    9:00 a.m.  Mass for the Feast of the Assumption
Aug. 15  Women’s Group  11:30 a.m.
Aug. 16,  Quilters 9:00 a.m.
 23, 30   
Aug. 16   Mass at the Jonathan and Brenda Piekarski 
 farm  6:30 p.m.
Aug. 18   St. Joseph Men 8:00 a.m. and Wings 9:00 a.m.
Aug. 19   Men of Note will be singing before the 8:30 Mass
Aug. 22   KC Steak Fry at Athletic Park
Aug. 22   Fall Festival Committee  5:30 p.m.
Aug. 23   Parish Council  5:30 p.m.
Aug. 28   Stewardship 6:30 p.m.
Sept. 1   St. Joseph Men 8:00 a.m.  Wings  9:00 a.m.
Sept. 4   Stephen Ministry  6:30 p.m.
Sept. 4   Social Concerns  5:30 p.m.
Sept.  6, 13,  Quilters  9:00 a.m.
 20, 27   

Andrew and 
Noelle Kratzke
Andrew and Noelle moved 
to the area in 2015. They 
like the multiple Mass times 
at OLV that work well with 
their schedules. Andrew 
and Noelle met in college 
at the University of Mary in 
Bismarck, ND and have been 

David and Judy Mach Family

Beverly Miller 
Beverly Miller moved back to Fergus 
Falls to take care of her aging parents. 
Our Lady of Victory was her childhood 
church. Both parents have now passed, 
but she will continue to make her 
home in Fergus Falls. Beverly has two 
daughters, five grandchildren and one 
great-grandchild. They are a very close 
family even though nobody lives in 

Sharon Rittenour 
Sharon Rittenour moved to Fergus Falls 
from Nashua. Her husband is deceased. 
They have 3 children: Randy, who 
farms in the Campbell area, Pam, who 
lives in Apple Valley and is a regional 
office manager for a law firm and Lisa, 
the youngest, is a teacher and lives in 
Fosston. Welcome to OLV, Sharon!

Nick and Debra Winkler 
Nick and Debra Winkler have a 
very busy family. Nick works for 
Ottertail Valley Railroad and is 
also a firefighter on the Fergus 
Falls Fire Department. Debra 
works at Stonel. They have 2 
children, Lucas (5) and Logan (9 
mo.). Welcome to OLV!

Holy Name Cathedral

NEW MEMBERS OF OLV

PARISH HAPPENINGS
Sept. 8   Wedding of Ava Friederichs and 
 Logan Briese 2:00 p.m.
Sept. 8 & 9   Faith Formation registration after all Masses
Sept. 11   KC’s 6:00 p.m.
Sept. 11   St. Theresa’s 1:30 p.m.
Sept. 13  Catholic Daughters  5:30 p.m.
Sept. 13   Board of Education 5:30 p.m.
Sept. 15  St. Joseph Men 8:00 a.m.
Sept.  16   OLV Fall Festival
Sept. 17  The Prophets Bible Study begins
Sept.  18   Stephen Ministry 6:30 p.m.
Sept. 19   Women’s Group 1:30 p.m.
Sept. 23 & 30 Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sept.  24  Deacon Info Night 7:00 p.m.
Sept.  25   St. Robert’s 1:30 p.m.
Sept. 25 NEO Committee Meeting 6:30 p.m.
Sept. 25  Stewardship 7:00 p.m.
Sept. 26  K-5 and Confirmation Classes start
Sept. 27  Parish Council 5:30 p.m.
Sept. 29  Wedding of Taylor Amberg and Aaron Vold

married for 7 years. They are expecting their first child in 
October. Noelle is a high school math teacher in Ashby 
and Andrew teaches social studies in Wheaton. Welcome 
to OLV!

David Mach and 
his family moved 
to Underwood 
from the Twin 
Cities. He and his 
wife, Judy, have 4 
adult children. 
Three of them 
are still living at 
home until this 
fall. They attend 
Jesuit weekend retreats regularly. They love the outdoors 
and nature. Welcome to OLV!

Fergus Falls but her. Besides spending time with family, 
Beverly enjoys gardening and being creative through her 
art work. Welcome, Beverly!
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 In May of this year, my husband Bob and I were lucky 
enough to go to Russia.  The people were very friendly, 
and we found the climate to be very much like Minnesota 
in May.  To my surprise (showing my ignorance), there 
were many beautiful Christian churches in every town we 
visited.  I guess I never thought of “Russia” and “Christian” 
in the same thought.  
   There are Roman Catholics in Russia, but the majority of 
Russians belong to the Russian Orthodox Church, though 
most of the people don’t practice their religion.  In the late 
1800s, Russia had the largest national church in the world.  
However, when the communists seized power in October 
of 1917, they plundered the church assets and executed tens 
of thousands of clergy members who refused to proclaim 
loyalty to the soviet regime. Others were sent to Stalin’s 
prison camps.  The Russian people were not allowed to 
worship.  We visited the home of a Russian woman who 
took out a precious family icon of Jesus and Mary.  As she 
showed us, she said it had to be deeply hidden during the 
Communist era, or it would have been destroyed, and her 
family would have been punished.
   By the 1930s, the Russian Orthodox Church had been 
brought to her knees.  A handful of bishops survived.  
Church buildings, monasteries, and schools were closed 
and many destroyed.  The entry of the Soviet Union in 

Russia and the Russian 
Orthodox Church

WWII in 1941 changed the church’s fortunes.  Stalin, a 
former seminarian who trained to be a priest, enlisted the 
church’s help in the war effort to rally the Russian people 
in a time of national crisis.  In return, Stalin opened a 
few monasteries and seminaries.  Although Khrushchev 
shut them down again in the 1950s, there were no more 
persecutions.  Religious education was wiped out and 
replaced by “scientific atheism”. 
   In 1988, the church celebrated a thousand years of 
Christianity in Russia.  Mikhail Gorbachev’s policy of 
glasnost has heralded a rebirth of the Russian Orthodox 
Church.  Parishes and monasteries have been returned to 
the people and are being renovated.
   We visited so many beautiful churches and monasteries.  
St. Peter’s Saviour Church in St. Petersburg was amazing, 
as were the Church of St. John the Baptist and the Church 
of the Ascension of Christ in Yaroslavl.  Red Square has 
St. Basil’s Cathedral, which is stunning.  The Kremlin even 
has several places of worship:  Archangel Cathedral and 
Dormition Cathedral are two which we toured.  They 
are steeped in history and their walls are covered with 
icons, as are most of the churches in Russia that we saw. 
We visited two huge monasteries.  One, Holy Trinity-St. 
Sergius’ Lavra, is home to more than 300 monks today.  
The Kirillo-Belozersky Monastery in Goritsy contains an 
altarpiece with icons of saints, revered as one of the holiest 
in Orthodoxy, said to have brought even Vladimir Putin 
to his knees. 

By Gail Welle

  Icons Inside Assumption Cathedral, Moscow   Sergiev Posad Monastery, Moscow
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SOME SIMILARITIES
• Both churches recognize at least seven sacraments.
• Both believe in Mary as the mother of God.
• Both believe Mary died without sin and was taken to 

heaven, body and soul.
• Both believe Mary and the saints make intercessions 

for all who implore their mercy.
• Both celebrate the Assumption of Mary on August 15th.
• Both receive both the Body and Blood of Christ.

  Cathedral Square, The Kremlin, Moscow

MAJOR DIFFERENCES BETWEEN 
ROMAN CATHOLIC AND 

RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCHES
For 1,000 years after Christ’s death and resurrection, the 
churches of east and west were largely in communion 
with one another.  After 1009, when the Bishop of Rome 
excommunicated the Patriarch of Constantinople, and he, 
in turn, excommunicated the Bishop of Rome, the church 
split.
• The Eastern Orthodox Church does not recognize the 

Pope as over all Christians but considers him equal to 
other bishops.

•  The Eastern Orthodox Church believes the Holy 
Spirit proceeds from the Father.  The Catholic Church 
believes the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father and 
the Son.

•  The Eastern Orthodox Church permits divorce in case 
of adultery.

•  The Eastern Orthodox Church does not believe in 
purgatory.

•  The Eastern Orthodox do not believe in original sin, 
so they don’t believe in the Immaculate Conception of 
Mary, since they believe she never had original sin to 
start with.

•  In the Eastern Orthodox Church, they do not kneel or 
participate in Stations of the Cross.

•  Eastern Orthodox presbyters and deacons may marry.
•  The Eucharistic Bread is leavened in the Eastern 

Orthodox Church. 
•  The priests wear beards.

The beautifuf summer flowers 
in full bloom at OLV

SAVE THE DATE
FALL FESTIVAL

Sunday
September 16, 2018

QUILT RAFFLE 2:00 P.M.
Adult and Children’s Games
SILENT AUCTION - RAFFLE

Cake Walk - Bingo
BEER AND WINE GARDEN

Turkey Dinner & Homemade Pie
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Adults $10 • Ages 6-12 $5 • Under 5 FREE

FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY! 

RAFFLE DRAWING!
CASH AND PRIZES to be given away!
Grand Prize - 2018 Chevy Cruze

DRAWING HELD AT 2:00 P.M.
Tickets: at OLV, MN Motors and Rohde Insurance

Our Lady of Victory Church - 207 North Vine, Fergus Falls
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Totus Tuus 
Youth Program

 Our Lady of Victory Church was a hub of activity 
for our young people during the week of July 8 - 13 as 
the parish was host to the diocesan Totus Tuus youth 
program.  This is the third year the parish has hosted 
the program. The Totus Tuus team, made up of college 
students Briana Ziemer, Lexi Marthaler, Nathaniel 
Daubner, and Joseph VanDenheuvel, arrived Saturday, 
July 7.  They stayed in host homes for the week, and their 
noon and evening meals were provided by parishioners.
  The day program, which met Monday – Friday 
from 9:00 – 2:30 each day, had 40 registered children in 
grades 1-6.  The children participated in four 25-minute 
classes each day, each focusing on the Apostle’s Creed 
and the Luminous mysteries of the rosary.  They also 
attended daily mass and had the opportunity to receive 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation. The day was filled with 
much fun including humorous skits performed by the 
team, snack time, recess time outdoors, and learning 
new songs. The week concluded with a Friday afternoon 
water fight, ice cream, and the opportunity to make 
Briana into a human ice cream sundae!
 The evening program, which met Sunday – Thursday 
from 7:00 – 9:00 pm, had nine registered youth in 
grades 7-12.  The evenings consisted of fun games, short 
talks giving by the Totus Tuus team, snack time, small 
group discussions, and the opportunity to pray night 
prayer together. Tuesday evening was a special night 
for the teens to spend time with Jesus in Adoration 
with the opportunity to also receive the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation.  
 The Totus Tuus week was truly a wonderful blend 
of teaching about our Catholic faith, receiving the 
Sacraments in the Eucharist and Reconciliation, and 
having a lot of FUN along the way!  
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Craig Hebert, Carl Aschnewitz, and Pat Griffin
OLV members and Fergus Falls Firemen

  Volunteers from the Fergus Falls Fire Department 
participated in a Family Fun Night at OLV on 

6/20/18.   They brought fire trucks and equipment 
for the kids to try out.  The event was sponsored by 

the OLV Stewardship Committee and 
included hot dogs and ice cream sundaes. 

Approximately 100 people attended the event.

CLOSE BEFORE 
YOU DOZE! 

Save your life by shutting 
bedroom doors in your 

home before bed.
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www.ffolvchurch.org
Weekend Mass: Saturday, 4:30 p.m. Vigil|Sunday, 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.

Daily Mass: Tuesday, 12:05 p.m.|Thursday & Friday, 9:00 a.m.
Confession: Thursday, 8:30 a.m.|Friday, 8:30 a.m.|Saturday, 3:30 p.m.

MASSES
Saturday 4:30 p.m.
Sunday 8:30 a.m.
Sunday 10:30 a.m.

SACRAMENT OF 
RECONCILIATION
Thursday 8:30 a.m.
Friday 8:30 a.m.
Saturday 3:30 p.m.

Our Lady of Victory School (K-6th grade)
Learning Ladder Preschool (3-5 year olds, full and half day)
218/736-6661 
www.ffolvschool.org


